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My DAR MRS. N. 


Wr have fo often agreed in 
the near alliance of a dead and 
a diſtant friend, that I am per- 
ſuaded you cannot ſuſpect me 
of unkindneſs, though I have 
apparently neglected and forgot 


you, 


= You 


DEDICATION. 


You will recollect, that we 
parted in “that new ſeaſon 
„ when,” as a judicious natura- 
liſt obſerves, „every thing is 
% moſt inactive and lifeleſs; 
* when animals are benumbed 


e by the cold, and vegetables 


« are all dead or withered;“ 


and you will ſuppoſe my affec- 
tion very ſoon frozen. I mora- 


lized, as I uſually do in rural 


ſcenes in winter, with Doctor 


Johnſon, and diſcovered, that 


letters were not the language of 
truth 
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truth and nature, that the Friend 
is required to aſſume the ſtile 
of the Lover, as the Lover is 
that of the Idolater, and that 
my imagination was become 
too languid to beguile, or to be 
beguiled, by tender ſentiments 


in black and white. 


In this zcy diſpoſition I had 
recourſe to that. ſkilful Phy- 
ician Lord Bacon, and upon 
his aſſurance * that there is no 
« ſtond or impediment in the 


a 2 « wit 
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« wit, but may be wrought 
* out by fit ſtudies, like as 
te diſeaſes of the body may 


% have appropriated exer- 


« ciſes,” I determined to try 


my long meditated attack. 
upon Friendſhip ; truſting that 


it would difhpate the cold 


ſpleen with which I was poſ- 


ſeſſed. Once embarked in ſuch 
an undertaking, I ſound it ex- 
pedient not to turn my hoſtile 
thoughts towards you, leſt they 
ſhould bend from their pur- 
8 poſe 
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poſe before their taſk was ac- 
complithed. 


I have new only to hope, 
that this anti-Ciceronean pro- 
duction may afford you amuſe- 
ment; to requeſt that you will 
not, like Atticus, fancy you be- 
hold your own portrait in any 
of its deſcriptions ; and though 
we cannot, like Helena and 
Hermia, recall our early warb- 
linge in one key, you' will be- 
aſſured that there is one houſe 


in 


DEDICATION. 
in which it is my wiſh ever 
to be received in the fami- | 
liar undreſs of Friendſhip. 


I am, | 
Your very ſincere Friend, 


E. H. | 


E—th—m, 


ApRII. 29, 1783, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tr will appt from the date of the dedi- 
cation to this little Eſſay, that the Author 
has kept it by her nearly the time preſcribed 
by Horace; which ſhe truſts will be con- 
ae as a proper compliment to the 
public; ſince ſhe does not preſume to offer 


it a haſly p̃roduction. 


With all the partiality ſhe feels however 
all the apprehenſion of a mother, at that cri- 
tical 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


tical æra, when her darling and all accom- 
pliſbed daughter is firſt brought out; taught 
by experience how often the hopes of a 
.dukedom have contentedly terminated in a 


«knaplack, or a parſonage. 


* 


ESSAY. 
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HAT all beginnings are 
| awful, the oreateſt proficients 
atteſt, A notable high · bred coun- 
try gentlewoman - confeſſes it on 
firſt ſpeaking to her {cullion, though 
her new auditor, as ſhe ſuppoſes; 
has been ſeaſoned in diſcourſe by 
the churchwardens and farmer- 

| B © eſſes, 
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ges, who aſliſted in her educa- 


* 


With kindred timidity and reſpect 

every freſh author approaches that 
Public, of whoſe patient endurance 
he 1s well aſſured, | 


- Encouraged however by Doc- 
tor Johnſon, in the belief that 
ks art is required in writing to 
the world, than in writing to a fa- 


miliar correſpondent, I take up my 
pen, in the hope of amuſing it with 


a gentle, Lady-like Eſſay, on the, gen- 


de ſubject of oog civility. 
3 * | A ſub- 
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A ſubje& ſo univerſally known, 
and ſo univerſally practiſed under 
certain Imitation, will, I flatter my- 
ſelf come home, if not to all men's; 
at leaſt to all women's © bulineſs and 
boſoms.” 124 77 


To pretend therefore to teach 
what the humbleſt of my readers are 
ſatisfied that they know, muft at firſt 
ſight appear to them a vague under- 
taking. But they will ſoon diſcover 
that 1 preſume not to inſtruct; I 
merely offer my aid towards the re- 
moval of a very ill-contrived fetter, 
which, as J have hinted already, too 

B 2 often 
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often confines and cripples a virtue, 


that ought ever to move with free- 
dom and alertneſs. That we are 
ſlaves to our own and the preju- 
dice of others, is a tale we are told 
till we hearken no longer, though 
the wandering attention, auſpi- 
ciouſly ſeized on, has. releaſed us 
of burthens, under which we 
have moſt irrationally groaned. 
A lively lady's ridicule of celebra - 
tions as ſhe called them, keep- 
ing birth-days, &c. ſpared me 
and my friends many a yawning 


erntverſary. 


OO U U ——— — — 
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As propitious an incident will 1 
cruſt enfranchiſe ſociety from evils 
more momentous, which are: daily 
recurring. By the ſuggeſtion of 
others, and the help of a little ob- 
ſervation, I am led to diſcover, 
that feſtivals and friendſhip are ill 
ſuited to our times. When © no- 
« thing lovelier could be found in 
c woman than to ſtudy houſehold 
« good, periodical exhibitions of 
her pickles and preſerves were a 
very proper encouragement to her 
induſtry. She threw aſide the 
checked apron, adorned herſelf. in 
lace and brocade, dropped a pious 

B 3 tear 
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tear to the peace of her father, 
who had cloathed her thus richly, 
and recalled the merry things he 
were wont to ſay at theſe intereſting 
ras, when he had been well refreſh- 
ed by her cordials. But fince oil- 
men and confeftioners have kept 
carriages, and my lady and Year 
are diſtinguiſhed by a ſplendour 
of intellect, not of apparel; ſince 
life is become ene invaricbie holy- 


day, the coaiſe joviality which could 


awaken our dull anceſtors by its 
novelty, is no longer neceſſary or 


effectual. 


To 
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Acquaintanes wer Pridrdfeip. 5 
To this improved ſtate of bur 
focial intercourſe may alſo be aſ- 
cribed that ſpirit of univerſal philan- 


s$ *F 


@ © 


thropy, which renders appropriated 
gearneſs ſuperfluous. At the fame 
time I pretend not to reaſon as à lo- 
gician, but merely to conjeftare as a 
woman, Relying therefore on that 
extenſive indulgence, which is ſo li- 
berally allowed to the weaknefs of 
my ſex, I ſhall endeavour in the fol- 
lowing pages to draw a compariſon 
of the two ſentiments of Friendſhip 
and Acquaintance, * as they at pre- 

ſent 


„ The reader will naturally obſerve 


that this diſtinction is incomplete, and 
B 4 that 
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ſent diſplay themſelves to my feel- 


ings. 


I muſt firſt premiſe that all ties 


of blcod, to a fourteenth coulin, or, 


if the family be illuſtrious, to a four 
| hundredth, are exempt from my 
animadverſion. g 


that a friend is an acquaintance ; but I here 
plead the inſufficiency of our language, as an 
eloquent writer has already done, on being 
obliged to introduce the word delight in op- 
poſition to pleaſure, as expreſſive of an inter- 
mediate ſtate between pleature and indiffer- 
ence. Burde on the Sublime and Beautiful. 

« Acquaintance, a flight or initial know- 
& ledge, ſhort of friendſhip, as applied to 
& perſons.” FJolaſon's Dictiouary. 


I alſo 


"| 
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l — . 1 alfo ſtrictly adhere to that doc- 
18; trine of the pleaſanteſt of preachers: 

Þ e Thine own friend and thy fa- 
« ther's friend forſake not.” The 
friends of our childhood have a kin- 
1 dred kind of claim, which is rare- 
ly overthrown without violence. 
Schoolday recollections have always 
a ſweetneſs in their influence; and 
ſuch friends are not often ſettled 
| within reach to be oppreſſive to each 
other, when difference of habit has 


ſpoiled them for companions. 


The friends of our father, as 
f we adyance towards forty, diminiſh 


Af * 
in 


reer 
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in their number, and riſe in our eſti- 
mation. They remind us of little 
peculiarities of character, which we 
teſpect when we no longer feel their 
inconvenience; and it may be that we 
venerate thefe engaging narrators the 


more, upon the ſuppoſition, that 


much of our youthfulneſs departs 
with thoſe, who would ever have 
fancied us young: that we ſhall then 
ſucceed to their ſeats, and be ap- 
proached by the riſing generation 
with that diſtant homage, for which 
we have not yet acquired a perfect 
reliſh. But, reader, unleſs thou art 
a woman, ſuch weakneſs will be un- 


intelligible to thee, 


If 


T 
| 
| 
| 
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If however thou art of the noble, 
the haf angelic kind, thou wilt con- 
feſs with me, that counſellors who 


have been once uſeful to us have 


ever a claim to our paitens attention, 
And, reader, nearly perfection as 
thou mayſt be, thou wilt peradven- 
ture reflet, ſince wiſdom is ſaid 
to be coupled with modeſty, that ſa- 
lutary admonition is never obſolete; 
that the probe and the file, when they 
infringe not on the dignity, are in- 
ſtruments to be revered, the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt poliſhed of minds being 
expoſed to the incruſtation of ruſt 


and 
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and conceit, when wholly lefc to 
their own inveſtigation—and, gen- 
tle or exalted, whiche'er thou art, 
as I flatter myſelf that thou haſt a 
fund of benevolence and reſignation 


in thy compoſition, thou couldſt, I 
am perſuaded, in honor of ancient 


amity, be contented with-me to en- 


dure unpalatable advice, and un- 


enlivening feſtivity ; couldſt take thy 
ſeat below the leaſt of the couſins at a 


chriſtening or jubilee; and digeſt with, 


_ grateful complacency the great ex- 
amples and great diſtinctions which 
are there ſhewn thee. | 
To 


„ LA WP one — ,.. 
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To finiſh; however, this little 
digreſſion from my great deſign, I 
will confeſs myſelf ſo much a coward . 
at experiment, that I ſhould as readi- 
ly exhort an o friend to throw off 
her plain cap and hood for a ſmall 
hat with feathers and flowers, as re- 
queſt her to put on a behaviour I 
never ſaw her dreſſed in. But my 
new friends, who have merely ex- 
changed the light elegant attire of 


muſlin and gauze to a heavy coarſe 


cotton, as a teſtimony of their cor- 
diality,.I am anxiouſly earneſt to 


regenerate, 
We 


14 Te Triumph of 


We are told by that amiable; 1 
am almoſ tempted: to ſay, that ra- 
Honal enthuſiaſt, the Marchioneſs de 
Lambert, that the attractions of 
friendſhip are moſt powerful in its 
infancy. © Nothing,” as ſhe ob- 
ferves, © is painful in theſe firſt mo, 
de ments; all is pleaſure: but it 
© often happens that fancy dies 
« away, and this energy of ſenti- 
« ment is impaired by habitude. 
e The illufion diſappears, and we 
* are reduced to call reaſon to our 
& ſupport, — a dry and cold counſel- 
< Jor at beſt,” 


To 


lf. quaintance over Friendſbip. 1s 


Io preclude this dry and cold coun- 
fellor, therefore, to keep the fancy 


alive, and the illuſion in view, © to 
« preſerve always the quickneſs of 
a growing friendſhip,” I recom- 
mend the ſentiment of Acquaintance. 
By thus extending our bene volence, 
and limiting our ambition, we may 
enjoy preſent ſatisfaction unimbit- 
tered by future anxiety. But as 
example has more influence than 
precept, I will preſent my reader 
with a comparative view of the 
viſits of friends and acquaintance z 
fince it is in the converſe of the 

ſocial 


. Triumph of 


ſocial hour that the calamities I am 


labouring to redreſs are moſt ſenſi- 
bly experienced, 


- 


A friendly letter which fatigues can 
be thrown into the fire, but friendly 


. companions who are embroiled are 
not ſo eaſily diſentangled, —To my 
fubje& then. I engage, as I fatter 
myſelf, to partake of a convivial 
evening en famille; for dinner con- 
verſation in regular domeſtic fami- 


lies is uſually transferred from the 
parlour to the kitchen, the parents 
and their guts taking upon them- 


{elves 


Acquaintance over Friendſhip. 19 
felves at this ſeaſon the occupation 
of the nurſe-maid, who is enjoying 
her leiſure, while the children are 
eſtabliſhing her credit, by throwing 
down the bottles and glaſſes, and 
waddling into the fire, as a manifeſ- 


tation of their proweſs. 


My dependence for entertainment 
is therefore on the evening; and I 
fally forth with hope and expecta- 


tion. 


am introduced into a littie dark 


room; my friend, if ſhe p viſible, 


is ſtanding by a table covered with 
C cloth, 


18 The Triumph of 
cloth, out of breath in arguing the 


quality and quantity for frocks, &c.; 


or ſhe is ſettling the weekly accounts; 
or ſhe is writing to her ſhoe-maker, 
All this while I am freezing over an 
empty grate, with a, pile of cinders 
under it; and no ſooner begin to 
delude myſelf with the ſuppoſition 
of a deliverance from ſo comfortleſs 
a ſtate, on the diſmiſſion of the 


privy counſellar, a ſummons to the 


coal ſkuttle, and by my friend's ſeat- 
ing herſelf at my ide, than I am 
made to comprehend that I come 


moſt unſeaſonably, and am therefore 


to be grateful for every inconvent- 
ence; 


Acquaintance over Friendſbip. 19 


ence; that the footman or half the 
maids are ſick; or that they roſe 
early to a large waſh, and ought to be 
early in bed; a hint to retire early, 
that would be joy fully embraced 
were the chairmen within reach ; 
but they, alas, are far away ; and 
preſuming on the indulgence of Ai- 


cia's friend, who, they imagine, is 


merely prolonging © a little holiday, 
take another half hour's fare, while 
the family are all yawning, and the 
poor penitent is fretting herſelf into a 
ſick head-2chz-an evil thoſe only who 
are Bilicus are qualified to eſtimate. 


The recollection of ſuch vexatious 
TY. diſ- 
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diſappointment is grown faint—the 
houſe is got to rights again my 
friend requeſts me to come and 


meet a /ſeleF party. I follow the 


footman in his clean livery to the 


chearfuleſt apartment, and am ſa- 
luted at my entree with a moſt cor- 
dial ſhake of the hand. - 


Thus exhilarated I look around 
me for the choſen ſet J came pre- 
pared for, when J behold the very 


perſon ] leaſt deſire to meet in any 
place, and leaſt expected to find in 


this, conceiving my friend's diſin- 


clination in uniſon with my own; ſhe, 
however, 


* „ — — "——— 
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however, ſoon whiſpers me, that this 
is a ſacrifice to family intereſt, which 
a friend muſt overlook ; — and fo 
completely does ſhe diſcharge her 
aomeſtic duty; ſuch an adept does 
ſhe prove herſelf in the ſcience of 


& hating with good breeding.” 


Such unlimited confidence does 
ſhe repoſe in the reſignation of her 
friend, that not finding my virtue 
up to her merits, I am ready to ex- 


claim 


Oh that mine enemy had gien the fea/? ! 


In viſits to acquaintance I wiſh 
8 that 
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that the invitation be ſent me, 
as without nice difcrimination the 
familiar act of offering oneſelf is ill 
nderſtood ; you are miſtaken for 
a friend, and told that you are not 


conſidered as a ranger; a diſtine- 


tion which thoſe who leave home 
as ſeldom as I do are apt to fancy 
themſelves entitled to; moreover 
the ſeaſon is choſen, when viſiting 


and family arrangements are in full 


harmony; the children have been 
tutored, the waſh is at a diſtance, 
the ſervants are in order, their own 
or a neighbour's farm has ſupplied 
the proper refreſhments; Such. an 
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aſſemblage of convenience adds gloſs 


to the /inooth ſentiment of acquain- 
tance, The choiceſt furniture is 
diſplayed ; a clean hearth, a bright 
well filled grate, ſurrounded by well- 
dreſſed gentlemen and ladies, enliven 
the fancy, while ſmiles and com- 


placent civility flow in ſpring- tides, 


and hardly a frown or murmur of 
fretful lamentation is diſtinguiſhed. | 


The return of theſe viſits 1s not 
leſs momentous to the followers of 
Mrs. Bellamy in the Virtue of 
Punctuality; ſince acquaintance can 
riſk itſelt, 


C 4 « er 
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| 
“ Oer bog or ſteep, through ſtrait, rough, 


„ denſe, or rare,” 


And 


« Swims, or ſinks, or wades, or creeps, 


“or flies, 


to arrive at the moment of appoint- 
ment: while friendſhip, more con- 


ſcious of its importance, travels ma- 


jeſtically flow, nor enters on its 


progreſs, till 
The great ſun begins his ſtate.” 


To purchaſe ſuch honours (the 


oifts of friendſhip being in the 
hicheſt degree honourable) we muſt 
often ſcrew out courage for whole 
days together, to the hazard of acci- 


dent, caprice, and vapour. 
Diſtant 


7 8 
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Diſtant engagements are unavoid- 
ably uncertain; ſtage coaches break 
down; poſt horſes are ſhoeleſs ; poſ- 
tilions fall aſleep; confined hill and 
dale; and grow wild in the cras 
roads; and the vivacity of club wit 
ſoon awakens the drowſy ſpirit of 2n 


exhauſted ruſtic : but after feng 


myſelf deaf; and looting myſelf Blind, 
in the watchful expectation of a 
neighbouring friend, I have ap- 
plauded the convenience of modern 
hoſpitality, which impoſes neither 
aſſiduity on the hoſt, or reſtraint on 
the gueſt; ſince I have felt that 
Morpheus might ſpeedily have be- 

| come 
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chine the victor in a paſtoral dia- 
logue, had not my friend taken up a 
book, and furniſhed her own amuſe- 
ment. 


This litrrary propenſity, which, 
happily for us authors, univerſally 
prevails, gives leifure to. rally the 
waſted faculties, and ſtrengthens 
the mind againſt the hour of part- 
ing. 


1 ea 


tering into the prevailing refinement 
of going abroad, to fancy myſelf at 


home ; but fo far from entertaining 


ſuch 
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9 


| fach a conceit, I never imagine that 


I am at home in my own houſe 
when I have a gueſt within it; yer 
I do not, on this conſideration, de- 
fire to decline the advantages of 
fociety; on the contrary, I-wiſh fre- 
quently to take a ſhort leave of the 
comforts and the cares of home, 
to return to them again with freſii 


glee and reſolution. 


That this much boaſted e adds. 
grace to the manners of the court, I 
am ready to acknowledge; though on 
the manners of the country it has a 


VC ry 
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very oppoſite effect. Right honour- 


able perſonages may warble harmo- 


niouſly with each other in 
_ « Lays that neither ebb nor flow.“ 


But a wealthy ſquire, who plays in 


concert two thirds of the day with 


butchers and culprits, ought ſurely 
to take up a pitch-pipe ere he be- 
gins a duet with a delicate lady, leſt 
the kettledrums of his worſhip ſhould 
rouſe her even more than the thun- 


ders of Jupiter, 


With our formal fain#aut fore- 


fathers, who merely walked. round 


their 


| 


r 
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their fields, bowed to a tenant, and 
grubbed up a thiſtle, a provincial 
| friendſhip was modeſt and inoffen- 
\ five; but with their eaſy laborious. 
deſcendants, the ſentiment is too 
nervous to be let looſe out of the fa- 
mily pale. 


Domeſtic ſatisfactions are very 
5 ſclect, and rarely participated as the, 
youthful flow of ſpirits ſubſide; 
N when the nobleſt minds, from the 
"2 influence of example, grow like the 


mighty Theſeus 
- « Overfull of ſelf. affairs.“ 


| A ſtronger 
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A ſtronger affrction than that of 


friendſhip, then becomes requiſite to 
diſcharge the duties of ſociety. The 


pride of relationſhip, however it may 


have been ſuperſeded, recovers its 
dominion. Even the enthuſiaſtic 


Rouſſeau, when reduced to reaſon, 


maintains, © that it is more ſcemly 
« for a man to owe his fortune to 
« his wife than to his friend, ſince 
« he becomes the protector of the 
ce one, and the protege (I fear it muſt 
< be tranſlated the dependent ) of 


ee the other;” adding © whatever 


people may ſay, that an honeſt 


ee jan 
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ect man will never have a better 


ec friend than his wife * which 1 


conceive will be underſtood by ma- 


ny of my readers as a perſect anni- 
hilation of the ſentiment. 


An Eflay on Friendſhip now ap- 
pears as obſolete as a love elegy; 


and we marvel at what has hereto- 


fore amuſed. us, ſince our enthuſiaſm 
no longer ſubſiſts upon credit, and 
we readily, allow with Lord Ba- 
con, that, ( good thoughts, though 


% God accept them, yet, towards 
* men are little better than good 


4 64 dreams, 


— 
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ce dreams, excep: they be put in 


ec acc. 


Though the vaniſhing of ſuch 
dreams at firſt gives us pain, when 
convinced that airy ſulſtance could 
but for a ſhort ſpace hang together, 
the mind, naturally philoſophic, 
yields to neceſſity ; we grow recon- 
ciled to that cer/itud? which, though 
the deſtroyer of our brilliant illuſions, 


appretiates its own. ſuperior excel- 


lence, like the. triumphant touch ſo 
forcibly imagined by Mr. Buffon, 
which, while it took from the other 
ſenſes a tumult of delight in def ning 


them, 
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them, reduced them in the ſame 


inſtant to a more perfect value. 


As it is peculiarly my object to 
alleviate the vexations of that inter- 
mediate ſtate between youth and 
age, which moraliſts in general near- 
ly paſs over in ſilence, and men, 
alas! nearly in contempt, drviding 
their energetic benevolence between 
Mademoiſelle and her Grand-mama * ; 
the reader will, I truſt, forgive me if 
I wander occaſionally, from an ear- 
neſtneſs to conduct myſelf and fel- 


: 


* Blair had at this time only offered in- 
ſtruction to the young and the aged. 
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low-ſufferers through ſo dreary a 
void with chearful reſignation; if, 
like honeſt Montaign, I exert * all 
te my wiſdom and all my folly,” in 
ſuggeſting ſuitable modes of conſo- 
lation, 


From the different ſeaſons, indeed, 
we may gain annual inſtruction in the 
various leſſon of life, 


The modeſt lilac and laburnum, 
the early flowers of the ſpring, attract 
us even more, and we lament their 
ſhort duration more than that of the 


richer roſe and carnation, their ſuc- 
ceſſors ; yet the Juxuriant ſummer, at 
| length 
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length faded from our ſight, the ſpi- 
Tits repoſe in grateful ſerenity on the 
mellow tints of autumn; and then, 
growing provident by experience, 
we treaſure up wreaths of ama- 
ranth, that unite with the holly, and 
give a gaiety to the chimney in 
winter, | 


Thus when we bid adieu to g- 
camores and ſentiment; when we 
leave off killing, and take to ſeeing 
with our eyes, the objects from this 
ſenſe, tho” it be dimmed by time, 
with the aid of optics, multiply to 


our amulement. 
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The ear alfo, by exerciſe, when 
detached from tones, ſimple, un- 
certain, and tranſient as thoſe of 
Solus, procures to us new and per- 
manent ſources of delight. 


On the ſenſe of taſting I am fi- - 


lent, though in the faſhionable world, 
when the ſhape and complexion are 
given up, the pleaſures of the table 
are, I believe, univerſally felt and ac- 


knowledged ; yet eating is certainly 
a very un-lady-like gratification, and 


-unworthy the conſideration of a re- 
fined moraliſt at any ſeaſon. Y 
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From ſuch coarſe conſolation," 
therefore, I withdraw my thoughts 
to the enchanting ſcenery around 
me; to | co 

Scenes, which daily view'd 

** Pleaſe daily, whoſe novelty ſurvives 

Long knowledge and the ſcrutiny of 

« years,” | 

In the contemplation of theſe, my 
narrow faculties, tranſported with a 
repetition, or rather with a diverſified 
repreſentation, of the ſame objects, 5 
have often been loſt in wonder at 
the deciſion of the intelligent, who 
pronou nce a world thus adorned to 
be barren and gloomy; and when, 
p D 3 "after 
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afier ſo confined a view of nature, E 
my unſchooled thoughts have wan- 43-441 
dered over the many productions of | 
art, and as a ſpeculatiſt I have ima- | 
gined the beatitude of an artiſt, I 
have been nearly driven into a cqn- . 
cluſion, that the curſe once entailed 

upon knowledge had never been re- | 
mitted ; ſince the enlightened in ge- 
neral aſſure me, that happineſs for 


ever flies them, while the ignorant as 


4 
invariably proteſt, that ſhe is con- | 
ſtantly their gueſt ! 

Unwilling, however, to abide by | 
ſo humiliating a ſolution, and deem- ] 
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ing higher of the impartial Gods} 
than to ſuſpect that the induſtri- 


ous alone by their decrees, were 


doomed 


“Fo ſcenes where grief muſt ever pine, j 


I determined to proceed in the la- 
byrinth of conjecture, till I diſco- 
vered a /econd urn of ſalubrious in- 


fluence. 


Growing confident at length, as 
my ſagacious progenitors were wont 
to be in ſimilar perambulations, I 
now venture to aſſert, that theſe gra- 
cious beings have indulgently vouch- 
ſafed /wo different palliatives, as 

| | D 4 {weet- 
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ſweeteners of that bitter draught 
which mortals are indiſcriminately 5 
required to ſwallow ; 
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To the dull and unaſpiring they | 
have given what is called happineſs : | 
To the lively and ambitious they 1 


have given pleaſure : \ 


5 be And if the reader is as profound a 
ſpeculatiſt as I am, he will rarely 
recollect to have ſeen theſe gifts 


united, 


The brighteſt geniuſes, who dif. 
claim all intercourſe with happineſs, | 
cannot deny that they are ſometimes 

| viſited 


l 
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viſited by Pleaſure ; while, on the, 


contrary, the confeſſedly happy vainly 
labour to diſplay the ſlighteſt favours. 
of the-enchantreſs. | 


The bond of union, therefore, be- 
tween the happy and the pleaſurable,, 
where choice is conſulted, is aſ- 
ſuredly that of diſtant acquaintance z: 
but as ſtumbling-blocks of various. 
kinds are for ever croſſing our 
path, I preſume to keep our virtue 
and ingenuity in exerciſe, ſo it fre- 
quently happens, that theſe contra- 
rieties are involved in a friendſhip 


which each from habit, indolence, 
| or 
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or opinion, are rather contented to 
endure, than hoſtilely to renounce, 


In this amicable affociation it 
muſt nevertheleſs be acknowledged, 


that the taxes preponderate unfairly 
on the pleaſurable ſide; for happi- 


neſs, when ſuddenly awakened, 1s 
ſoon lulled again into ſoft ſlumber 
upon beds of poppies; but 


«© Pleaſure, like quickſilyer, | is bright and 
1 


I call it therefore the roſe ; ſince 
the ſweeteſt roſes have the ſharpeſt | 
thorns, that wound, ere they refreſh, 


on the lighteſt touch, 


That 
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That every author, in whatever 
degree proſatori is of the pleaſurable 
kind, is a common ſelf-evident prin- 
ciple; and the claims of the writer, 
though ſometimes diſputed, are 
never overthrown by the ignorance 
or injuſtice of the reader. 


Thus, without heſitation or fur- 
ther preliminary, I profeſs myſelf of 
the order of the roſe; and I as candid- 
ly avow that there are few ſituations 
which my reſolution approaches with 
leſs alertneſs than a meeting en amis 
with a member of the poppy, after an 
abſence of any duration. 

& The 


. i RRCT.4w 


De Triumph of 

*The mind,” as the great mora- 
lift obſerves, © is not at all times 
&« equally ready to be put in mo- 
1 tion; yet on theſe occaſions it is 


called upon to undergo the moſt 


pindaric tranſitions; for it no fooner 


repoſes, in joyous ſerenity, on the 
juſt reward of merit, in the avowed 


domeſtic comfort of our friend, than 
it 1s plunged into © a ſea of troubles,” 
and called to a mournful participa- 
tion of the many © natural ſhocks 
ce that happineſs is heir to.“ 


All its paſt and future dangers are 
diſplayed, 1 
. « What 


e. 
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- & What pity,” we think, © that 
< any thing ſhould ſpoil ſo agreeable 


ce a ſituation !” 


3 ſeems hard to us that death 
e ſhould at laſt put an end to ſuch 
« perfect enjoyment?” yet this king 
of terrors ſtands ready at our elbow, 
*Proteus-like, to attack us under dif- 
ferent diſguiſes. A fever from a 
diſtant county, or the earthquake 
from Calabria, may overtake us, or 
a finger- nail cut too cloſe may bring 
on a mortification! Then the never- 
falling reſources of invaſion, fire, 

thieves 
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thieves, and mad-dogs, ſo efficacious 
in preſerving the happy ſpirits from 
ſtagnation, have rather a benumbing + 


influence upon a pleaſurable fancy. 


Doctor Swirr's remark, * that 
« men of wit and good underſtand - 
« ing, as well as breeding, are ſome- 
| ; | 0 times deceived, and give offence 

« by conceiving a better opinion of 
2 thoſe with whom they converſe, 
0e than they ought to do,“ ſtrikes 
| | me, 1 own, forcibly, as applicable to 
other ſubjects than that of raillery, on 
which it is introduced, 


\ 
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Many a narrow juſt mind, and 
many a cold correct one, is, I ap- 
prehend, embarraſſed hy attention 
which it is conſcious it can neither 
enjoy or return. 


How eſtimable then is that ei- 
gquette, which ſpares alike the giver 
and the receiver, and renders mar 


(without the afiftance of 9 
at peace with man ! 


And here I muſt make a gentle 
pauſe, and humbly offer up my re- 
 cantatian to a ſkilful friend, who onee 

laboured in vain to convince me that 
| | 6 breach 
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na breach of etiquette was the 2 
1 of offences. 


* 


3 
I was then too ignorant a ruſtic 


to comprehend a poſition, clearly 
demonſtrable to his more poliſhed 
judgment. 

T now, therefore, eaſe my con- 
ſcience by confeſſing, though doubt- 
ful of its reaching the ears of my 
confeſſer, fince he never, in the 


edurſe 6f various uſeful inſtructidn, 


dropped a hint which might lead me | 
to flatter myſelf, that reading female 
eſſays was a neceſſary part of polite 
etiquettei 
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That nothing is perfe&, philoſo- 
Phers aſſure us, and that to gather 


ſomething borderiag upon it muſt - 


content us. 


Where then ſhall we ſeek for the 
veriſimilitude, if not in this what 
ſhall I denominate it ? — Big other 
baume de vie; ſince all the great 
purpoſes, which that fovereign 
medicine engages to perform up- 
on the ſtomach, is by this no- 
ble ſpecific hourly effected upon the 
mind ; and. 


« Tis the great art of life, 
« To manage well the reſtleſs mind.” 


E C Etiquette 
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ce Etiquette reſtores the mind to 
< its proper tone; reanimates na- 


« ture without the leaſt violence; 


« quickens the circulation of di/- 
« courſe; abſorbs the acid and acr1- 
* monious particles, and,” I wall 
add, © reſtores the whole ſyſtem to 
ce its natural functions;” as I never 


can believe, what many would per- 


ſuade me, that ſincerity and polite- 


neſs are incompatible, and that hu- 
man nature is naturally a ſtate of 


hoſtility, 
i 


Let for want of a juſt reſpect to 


this infallible regulator, the moſt 


elevated 


* 
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elevated characters are often morti- 


fied, and haunted by ideas of ingrati- 


tude; not reflecting, that refined at- 


tentions, like uncommercial coins, are 
valuable only. to the curious, while 
common civility, like half a crown, 


is of importance to every body. 


But to go back to the ſubje& of 
raillery, (ſince I plead, as a fair 


one, the privilege of inconſiſtency, 


no contemptible prerogative to an 


Eſſayiſt) I ſhall here obſerve, that 
this ſaid paſtime, the ſoul of youth- 


ful mirth, in middle age begins to 


ſicken in its influence, and becomes 


rather a dangerous recreation. 


E 2 When 
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When the nerves and ſpirits 
relax, we grow inconſtant to our 
darling weakneſſes, and do not ehuſe 
to have them called into view. It is 
therefore ſafer to ſport with the foi- 
bles of abhent friends and acquain- 
tance, who, if my ſcheme of 7e/erve 
is adopted, will never be conſcious 


of the injury. 


On converſation, however, I com- 
ment but lightly, as it makes a 


Tmall part in my deſign; indeed a 


ſmall part in our general entertain- 


ments, ſince in large aſſemblies a 
civil ſentence or two is as much 
as each individual is required, or 
wot Fd | has 
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has an opportunity to utter; and 
in little attic parties, where a faveur- 
ed few are collected to look at a wit, 
the converſation is uſually ſupplied 
by the richeſt, or moſt right boncur- 
able member of the ſocicty. 


I nevertheleſs allow, with the 
arch critic, that, © to teach the mi- 
© nuter deceficies and inferior duties, 
« to regulate the practice of daily 
« converſation, to correct thoſe de- 


c 


A 


pravities which are rather ridicu- 
« Jous than criminal, and remove 
* thoſe grievances which, if they 
* produce no laſting calamities, im- 
&« preſs hourly. vexation,” is a very 
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meritorious endeavour ; but it un- 
fortunately happens that books of gooa 
manners are very little read, and ſtill 
leſs underſtood, by thoſe for whoſe 


uſe they were written; while the 


ſimple diſtinctions of which I treat 


are leyel to every capacity. 


I merely inſiſt on being ſpoken 
zo as an acquaintance; and if it ſuits 


the ſpeaker's ſyſtem better, I will 


not object to being ſpoken of as a 
friend. With this ſtipulation, I flat- 
ter myſelf it will be ſeldom more than 


hinted to me, that my time might 


have been more gracefully, as well 
as more profitably, employed in 
making 


\ 
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making ſhirts and mending ſtock- 


ings, though it chance tobe the 
agreeing ſentiment of friends and 


acquaintance, 


Few perſons are ſufficiently well 
bred for the familiar intercourſe of 


friendſhip. 


I. have frequently felt timid in 
ſpeaking in the preſence of a friend, 
who, as an acquaintance, would have 
inſpired me with courage. Natural 
ſelf-love, and the propenſity to be 
witty, which ſo univerſally prevails, 
makes men of underſtanding and in- 
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regrity relax in the ſociety of friend- 4 
ſhip, and loſe that ſenſe of pro- | 
priety which has eſtabliſhed their 


reputation in acquaintance. 


What woman of delicacy, and 1 
what man, however he roay affect 


b to ridicule the quality, would at any | 
age wiſh us devoid of it? What 

woman, I ſay, of this deſcription 

can ſtand the vacant laugh and | 
1 ſtare of a miſcellaneous circle, 
raifed againſt her by the facetiouſ- 
neſs of friendſhip, upon | 


E Some perverted word's mĩſconſtrued ſenſe ?”* | 


and 
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4 and yet I call upon every woman 
| of diſcernment to bear me witneſs, 
\, that this is the general conduct of 
the men, who are as generally de- 
of nominated our pleaſant friends, It 
1s my requeſt, therefore, to be for- 
ſaken by them in company. 


| The reader, whom I could wiſh 
on the verge of forty, though here 

|. our feelings may not be in uniſon; 

the mature reader, I ought to 

| ſay, will diſcover the very tame 

ſtate to which time, the reducer of 

J all things, has reduced my ambi- 
tion. 
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Even in the purſuit of pleaſure 
my expectations are rational. 


Having, however, parted with 
many a fair deluſion, I am naturally 


anxious to ſecure the few that re- 


main; to which end I avoid the 


mimetic powers of a Campanella, 


and every occult art, by which an- 
cient or modern phyſiognomiſts have 


penetrated the thoughts of others ; 
careful in the regulation of my own, 
to treaſure up © vain opinions, flat- 


ce tering hopes, falſe valuations, ima- 
* ginations as one would, and the 
ce like,” ſweeteners of life, which 

ftiends 
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friends conſider it as a duty to mo- 


nopolize. 


I acknowledge, nevertheleſs, that 
good advice might be ſometimes an 
uſeful commodity; but when you 
requeſt it on one ſubject, it is gene- 
rally preſented you on an hundred, 
on which you deſire to decline it; 
and to be moderately laughed at or 
cheated, when you have no kind 
friend to let you into the ſecret, 
is aſſuredly preferable to ſuch per- 
ſecution. Moreover thoſe, who, like 
the wiſe king of Iſrael, limit them- 


ſelves in the ſearch after wiſdom, 


may 
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may lay in a moderate ſtore in daily 
life, from the benevolent bints of 
acquaintance; and ſuch advice is 
occaſionally put aſide with greater 


convenience. 


Not to tire, however, with te- 


dious diſcuſſions, unwelcome as un- 


ſought counſel, and from the pen of 


\ ; : - - 
a woman as little becoming, ſince, 


while it is our ſex's privilege to fal- 


ler, it is not permitted us to drag, 


1 check the hope of filling a certain 


quantity of paper, and will trip it 


lightly as I am able over the 


weighty conſideration of dignity; 
. a con- 
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0 conſideration, I may venture to aſ- 


ert, not more ultimately intereſt- 
ing to the loftieſt of the Howards 
than to the meaneſt of their atten- 
dants, and on which, were 1 at li- 


berty, I could expatiate at large: 


but awakened to a juſt ſenſe of my 
allotted indulgence, I ſhall content 
myſelf with obſerving, that as it is 
difficult to maintain dignity with no 
title and little money, and impoſſible 
to perſuade the many it ever is done, 
I hold it adviſeable for all ſuch as 
are neither rich or right honourable, 
that wiſh, like Doctor Johnſon for 


good words, and ſtrawberries, and 
| cherries,” 
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cherries,” to turn their friends into 
acquaintance. 
l * 
On the ſentiment of humility I 1 
have nothing to offer ; honeſtly con- 


 fefling, I have for a long time re- 


garded it as a perfect non-entity, 
never having failed to diſcover in 
all the meek and gentle, who ſo 
liberally harangue in its praiſes for 
che edification of others, a ſoothing 
blind fide, kindred to what the bio- 
grapher of Parſon Adams informs 
us was poſſeſſed by that primitively 
charitable being, which, as his good 
genius, in the midſt of poverty and 


diſgrace, 


* 
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diſgrace, unceaſingly ſupported him 
with the aſſurance that “ 'a ſchool 
« maſter was the greateſt character 
« in the world, and himſelf the 
ce greateſt of all ſchoolmaſters ;” 
from whence J conclude with the 
poet, that 


Not a vanity is given in vain.” 


To the graceful /embl/ance of hu- 


mility, I am, however, the ſtea- 
dieſt of advocates. In my idea, 
beauty and rank owe their higheſt 
attraction to this faſcinating coun- 
terfeit; and without its ſupport, the 
triumphs of wit are neither poignant 


or laſting. 


But 
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But I am now to ſpeak of © that 
* principal fruit of friendſhip;“ 
namely, ** the eaſe and diſcharge of 
« the fulneſs and ſwellings of the 
< heart, which paſfions of all ſorts 


c do cauſe and induce.” 


And here I acknowledge the re- 
collection of much kind, of much 
aſſuaſive ſympathy, preſſes a little 
inconveniently upon my conſcience 
+ - « the pen recedes from my 7rem- 
bling fingers as 1 meditate a mirth- 
ful attack upon that confidence 
which is repreſented by a very feel- 
ing and judicious writer of my ſex x, 


Mrs. Chapone. 
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as One of the ſweeteſt pleaſures, of the 
noblgſt and happieſt of iffeftions ! 


In the autumn of life; notwith- 
ſtanding, the ſentiment of remorſe; 
like ta of enthuſiaſm, is ſome- 
what aguiſh in its conſtitution ; 
the memory with the ſycamore 
changes its complexion; and the 
tickling commodity, intereſt, like the 
firſt gentle froft, braces the lax 
nerves, as the ſecurity of caution 
prevails with the judgment over 
the danger of diſcovery. 


a 
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My fingers re-animate . f re- 
ſume my pen, and ſ.y to my rea- 
der, we may indeed © impart griefs, 

« joys, hopes, fears, ſifpicions, 
te counſels,” but baniſh iris Je ty, 
and where is the friend who is at 


leifure / 10 U Nen! 2 


The fimple ſehſations of youth 
are intelligible, as they are intereſt- 


27 


ing to the weakeſt apprehenſion ; ; 


but when „ the ſtrife of the world 
« thickens on every fide,” the ruling 


paſſion, though ſtill in uniſon, takes 
a different bias from habit, ſituation, 


and genius. 


To 


1 * 
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Fa To ſympathile therefore at this 
ſeaſon, requires the art of the Der- 
viſe, who could throw his ſoul inte 
the body of another, and far want 
163; of ſuch a faculty, many well-difpaſed 
& perſons, in trying to commiſerate 
a ſituation they do not underſtand, 
| very often ſuggeſt inconveniencies 

| which had happily eſcaped the ob 
ſervation of the ſufferer. | 


Luckily however, as a {kilful a- 
nalizer of the mind“ obſerves, the 
\ defect of ſympathy is now ſupplied 
vy dhe ſenſe of propriety; cht 
Þ $4 * Dr, ADaM SMITH. 
4 F 2 trans 
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| tranquillity, which we at firſt aſſume, 4 
; foon becomes habitual, and © if we | f 
. = are at all maſters of ourſelves, | 
| * the preſence of a mere Acquaint- 1 
| L © ance will really compoſe us ſtill 1 
| e more than that of a Friend.” | | 
| I have hitherto confined my ani- 
| madverſion to the impertinence of g 
3 Friendſhip; much, nevertheleſs, 
| | might be obſerved upon its miſ- | 
| chievous influence, in the ſeaſon of 7 
1 enthuſiaſm. ; 
l NE 
[| To paſs over the proſtitute and 5 
i | the criminal, who rarely arrive at 4 
| | | _ 
1 
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2 ſuch exceſſes without an afeciate in 

' their guilt, the lighter vices (or 

| weakneſſes) of the ardent mind, 
would, I am convinced, be of FE 
ſhorter duration, if maintained in 

filence, and wholly left to the direc- 

tion of conſcience. | 


o 
ꝶꝶ—— — 6 


. 


Youthful Friends not only en- 
courage, but take a pride in con- 
4 tracting the frailties of each other. 


Evxen in romance (where alone we 
are taught to ſeek for perfection) 
we frequently find the confidential 
3 Friend leading the Heroine aſtray. 
X F-3 Without 
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Without the connivance of Claire, it 4 
mould ſeem that Julie would never 
have intrigued with St. Prenx ; and 

but -for the inſtigation of the rebel- 
lious Miſs Howe, can ve imagine ? 
that the virtuous Clariſſa could ever . 
have made an aſſignation with Love- | 
lace ? . 
0 


Few of the favourites of Fortune, | 
have been under the dominion of this | J 
phrenzy; and though I am far from 
wiſhing to contract the heart with 
an early paſſion for gold, I conſider 
2 eſtimation of its value, as the 
only permanent foundation of libe- 
| 8 rality. 


. 


me. 
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zality. Inſtead therefore of Jimiting 
acts of kindneſs to he fero, I recom- 
mend a mere extenſive e ee. 


lence. 


Without a very heated imagina- 
tion, we ſhall never find in any one 
Friend, all the qualities e to 


our ſupport. 


« In a multitude of counſellors, 


« there is ſafety;” becauſe they 


oblige us to exert our own reaſon, 


the only guide that can direct us in 


all viciſſitudes, and ſecure us a re- 


ſpectable independence : but, I am 


F 4 growing, 


12 Dye Triumph of 
growing too ſerious for the 'paiety 


of my deſign, and may be arcuſed, . 
in oppoſition to the times, of deſerting 


Thalia for Melpomene. 
A well-timed retreat,” has ever 
been regarded as the hardeſt of tri- 


omphs. The Stateſman and tlie 
Warrior are ſuitably applauded, who, 


on the earlieſt conviction that 


« Infirmity doth ftill neglect all office 
« Whereto our health is bound,” 


bow to their Sovereign and their \ 


Country, and devote the reſidue of 


a i 
their thoughts to the humble repair A 
of an inglerious conſtitution. 


— 
0 


* 


— 


* 
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The Lover alſo (tbe Idolater) after 

a ſuitable probation, is victoriouſly 
delivered from his thraldom, and 


« He ſhall * and ſhe i in thraldom live x 


Is F riendſhip then the only mer- 
cileſs tyrant, who allows no ſuperan- 
nuated indulgence to its zealous no- 
viciates ? 15 5 x 

On the failure of its votaries, 
when the « way of life is fallen into 
« the ſear,” we have indeed lament- 


able ä in every hiſtorian. 


By the miſcrgſcopic eye of Doc- 
tor Jonvsoxy we clearly perceive 
i ke 

that 
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that the ſublime MiLTon, and the 
correct and elegant Appisox, were 
not ſufficiently elevated for this capri- 
cious engagement: and the bio- 
graphers of that mighty philanthro- 


piſt (in juſtice as it ſhould ſeem 
to the fallen Bards) aflure us, that 


with a mind © expanded beyond the 
c common limits of human nature ;” 


ſedulouſly humane in gilding and 
ſweetening the bitter pill of beggar- 


. . * 
iſm, and ſtudiouſly © well bred to a 


degree of needleſs ſcrupuloſity ;” 


yet, in his F riendſhip he was inſuf- 


ferable, 


> 


His 


fl 


; 
\ 


His own obſervation, however, 


upon the ſuhject of friendly corre- 


ſpondence (which, for the purpoſes of 
this Eſſay, .I have taken the liberty 


of perverting) carries with it ſo much 


of exteniatiun, that in-xetribution to a 
writer I fo truly reſpect, I am here 
tempted to inſert the paſſage. 


« Friendſhip has no tendency to 
«© ſecure veracity ; for by whom can 


% 2 man ſo much wiſh to be 


* thought better than he is, as by 


ec him whoſe kindneſs he deſires to 
1 gain and keep Even in writing 
to the world, there is leſs con- 


« ſtraint; 


— 


4 
| 
N 
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« ſtraint; the author is not con- 


&« fronted with his reader, and takes 
* his chance of approbation among 
« the different diſpoſitions of man- 


cc kind; but a letter is addreſſed to 
„ ſingle mind, of which the pre- 


« judices and partialities are known; 


te and muſt therefore pleaſe, if not 
« by favouring them, by forbearing 


« to oppoſe them.“ 


1 have frequently felt this con- 


Araint in advancing from Acquaint- 
ance to Friendſhip; and I ſhould 


be ungrateful not to acknowledge 


that I have frequently been re- 
warded 


s * 
. 
— 
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warded for this attention to the pe- 
culiar bias, by the increaſing merits 
of the character: but though .not 
abſolutely fallen into the ſear, a tinge 
of the yellow leaf, begins to wary me 
of repoſe, and inſinuates, that all 
actors, like Garrick, ſhould grace- 
fully quit the ſtage before they have 
loſt the art of impoſing gon their 
audience. 


The heart of man” (ſays the 
penetrative Author of the Eſſay on 
rhe Genius of Shakeſpeare, 0 like 
« jron and other metal, is hard and ot 


firm reſiſtance when cold, b 


« warmed, 


n 
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<< warmed, it becomes maleable and 
e ductile. It ought therefore to 
be approached with caution, when 
the magick of the alchymiſt is no 
more. | 


Supported nevertheleſs by the 
moſt ſplendid authority; Jed en by 
ancient Lords and reverend Biſhops *, 


1 ſhrink with timidity as I proceed 


on a- road, in which the tread of no 


female footſtep is viſible, 


* Lord HaLirax in the reign of Queen 
Anne, and the Biſhop of CuxsxEx in that 
of George the Third, have both exerted their 
abilities to moderate the fury of Friendſhip. . 


4 


IWe 


* 


} 
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ie ſhould not be uiigtntltthowgh 
pity forſake us; yet nobly to Art 


is ever meritorious; 


1 E'en woman, all lovely and tender, 
In virtue and liberty's tauſe, 

« Her fears and her ſex can ſurrender, 
« To challenge heroic applauſe 5 


Animated by ſuch forcible rhe- 
toric, I proceed with confidence, 
and if I vie not with the Syrian 
championeſs, in magnanimouſly cut- 
ting off the head of a Barbarian, I 
may hope to riva a Gallie He- 


* Gominuation of a ſong on Judith by Miſs 
8 . b 6 


roine 
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Toine in a ſomewhat leſs dangerous 
enterprize *, 


If diſdaining like her a few bites 
on the fingers, I at length but ſub- 
due the ferocity of Friendſhip, my | 
fame in “ life's viſit,” ſhall be fore- . 
moſt recorded ; her artful contri- 
vance ſhall dazzle no longer, when 
the cat, the mouſe, and the ſparrow, 
with modeſt adulation bow their 
diminiſhed beads to the Alderman, the 


This French Lady is ſaid to have tamed 
a cat, a mouſe, and a bird, ſo completely, 
that they ate peaceably from the ſame tren- 
cher. 


Squire, 
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Squire, and the Poet, who are con- 


Placently feaſting at the ſame board. 


Enlightened as we juſtly eſteem 
our preſent ſtate of ſociety, I never 
could perceive that Philoſophy had 
exrended the influence of Friendſhip; 
or that our modern Senecas could 
more than ſay with the ancient, ] 
© have advanced fo far in improve- 
“ ment, that J have learnt to be a 
« friend to myſelf,” | 


Inſtead, therefore, of making ap- 
plication to a ſage, when my mind 
& 5s troubled with thick coming fancies,” 


G I would 
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I would diſperſe the tranſient cloud, 
by having recourſe to a Galante 
Show, a dancing Bear, or a learned 
Pig. | 


To the power of Variety, though 
witlings confine it to the weakeſt 
of women, the wiſeſt of men con- 
Heſcend to ſubſcribe. 


Lord Bacon even affirms, that a 

*« man would die for variety, though 

« he were neither valiant nor mi- 

&« ſerable, only upon a wearineſs to 

« do the ſame thing ſo of over 
* and over,” | 

How 
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How neceſſary, we thence infer, 
the aſſiſtance of novelty 


To fill the void of an unfurniſh'd brain.“ 


A little old maid in a country 
town, 1 many years imagined con- 
ſtantly on her knees, earneſtly ſuppli- 
cating a natural deliverance from the 
narrow round of her own thoughts, 
and that of her aſſociates. 


But pity, like envy, is oſten miſ- 
applied; and as ſome objects are too 
vaſt, ſo are others too minute for a 


haſty inveſtigation. 
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On a nearer attention to her 
whom I commilſerated, I was very 


ſoon convinced that when ſhe had 


found out who her neighbour had 
invited to ſupper, what was the top 


diſh, how it was dreſſed, and Hor 


much it coſt, the meaſure of her 


delight could only ,be gueſſed at by 
Miſs HzrscHELL, on her F diſco- 
very of a comet. 


And if ever a ſenſible man chanc- 
ed, in his overflowing Benevolence, 
to hand her over the kennel, or 


whiſpered in her ear a ſecret of the 


Election, te Ceorgium Sidus, the 
44 grapd 
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grand celeſtial ſpeculum and apparatus 
i} dwindled at the inſtant decree of 

| this important little Being into mere, 
ignis fatuus, which betrays the night- 
ly wanderer into a quagmire. 


I ramble however from my ſub- 


\ ö 
: — — „ J — 


ject, and hazard my credit as a ſpe- 
culatiſt, in hs introducing to the 
reader ſo apparent an union of hap- 
paineſs and pleaſure. 
a 
Willing notwithſtanding to hope 
that a ſingle exception cannot over- 
turn an hypotheſis, I haſten in the 
diſpoſition of happineſs to manifeſt 
iy my conſtancy. 
After 


— 
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After much © myſterious reve- 
te rence,” and much profound ani- 
madverſion, I place her in that cot- 
tage which I had fixed on as her 
abode at the age of eighteen. 

' Pleaſure on the contrary, is not 
as I then had imagined her, an in- 
mate of this peaceful habitation; 
nor can I with confidence aſſert that 
ſhe has any home; for though ſhe 
occaſionally repoſes in a palace, as 
ſhe is often feen climbing the moun- 
tain, wandering on the ſea-ſhore, 
and taking ſhelter in an ale-houſe, 


I ſuſpect her to be an unhouſed vaga- 
* bond, 
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bond, who owes her ſupport to the 
bounty of others. 


« Ignorance is bliſs.” 


Intelligence is pleaſure, . 


And now, my generous reader, 1 
humbly make thee my curtſey ; truſt- 
ing thou wilt /milingly lay down thy 
half-crown ; that I may bid-a ſhort 
adieu to rural friendſhips, and en- 
liven my faney with town acquaim- 
Gee, * | 


FINIS, 
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